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Adrift At Sea – A True Story

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the following pages, you have been given a choice of activities. Each page relates to three chapters in the reader. Choose one task from each page, and complete it. You have been provided with websites to help you, but you are encouraged to look for more information at others. Please remember that these websites are open to everyone, so we cannot promise they will always be available.
Chapters 1-3 
At the beginning of the story, we learn that Steve is an accomplished boatsman and knows how to prepare his boat for a journey, with all the necessary equipment. Search online for information about what a person must have and do when preparing to set sail on a boat. Create a quick guide of basic information for people sailing for the first time – focusing on a type of event: solo-journey, yacht party, sail boat racing, etc.
Possible links:
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boat-safety-checklist-safety-equipment
https://www.boat-ed.com/blog/the-only-boat-safety-equipment-checklist-you-need/
https://www.oria-marine.com/en/articles/essential-equipment-on-board-boat?srsltid=AfmBOoqZy6lMP08rqr4aBSk9MMS1NqbVJu_veMakZ948MO9YdwqaPTtE
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/beginner-sailing-tips
Steve encounters difficulties at the beginning of his journey. His boat is most likely destroyed by a whale and then he and his life raft are hit by a strong storm. There are various natural disasters / phenomena that occur at sea which can be dangerous when sailing. Search online for one of these and write a paragraph detailing what the phenomena is, how it manifests itself, and what people can / should do if they encounter one.
Possible links:
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/ocean/weird-ocean-weather.h
https://www.marineinsight.com/environment/top-20-amazing-ocean-mysteries-and-phenomena/
https://onthewater.com/safety-at-sea-what-to-do-if-youre-caught-in-severe-weather
We learn that Steve has competed in sail races in the past. Search online for information about the most famous sail races in the world. Write a paragraph about one of them, including details like types of boats, body of water it takes place on, prize money, etc.
Possible links:
https://americansailing.com/articles/7-global-sailing-races-to-follow/
https://www.sailingeurope.com/blog/world-regattas-part-12
https://windy.app/blog/10-most-significant-sailing-events-in-2020.html
https://www.leemarine.com/news/most-exciting-sailing-races-in-the-world/
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Chapters 4-6
Steve was lost in the mid-Atlantic Ocean, specifically drifting across the North Atlantic after his boat was damaged off the coast of Northwest Africa, near the Canary Islands. He was rescued by fishermen near Marie-Galante, a small island southeast of Guadeloupe in the Caribbean. Search for information about the sea life most typically found in any of the areas where Steve was lost. Which animals pose the biggest threat to someone who is alone and adrift in a life raft? Create a poster of ten sea creatures that you would find the scariest, where they can be found and a brief description of why they are dangerous.
Possible links:
https://www.cruisedirect.com/resources/deep-seas-boating-dangers
https://www.windwardyachts.com/blog/dangerous-animals-while-sailing-yacht/
https://a-z-animals.com/animals/location/ocean/animals-in-atlantic/
https://www.islands.com/1759137/dangerous-creatures-know-before-snorkeling-caribbean/
https://www.wildlifenomads.com/blog/the-most-dangerous-sea-animal/
Steve rests his hopes of rescue on getting to the shipping lanes. What shipping lanes is he referring to? Search for information about them, their routes and with what frequency they are travelled. Write a paragraph comparing the established shipping lane routes from the 16th century until today.
Possible links:
https://www.britannica.com/technology/shipping-route
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/cp/colonial-shipping-lanes/
https://www.nautilusshipping.com/news-and-insights/the-worlds-major-maritime-trade-routes-connecting-
the-globe
https://porteconomicsmanagement.org/pemp/contents/part1/interoceanic-passages/main-maritime-
shipping-routes/
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Chapters 7-9
The title of Chapter 7, ‘A Drop in the Ocean’, is a common English expression. Search online to find its meaning. Find other expressions related to seas / oceans and write a paragraph explaining how ‘a drop in the ocean’ relates to the chapter / story and if you think it is a good title. In your paragraph, include other expressions you found that you think could be used instead of the current title and which you think you 
could / would use for chapters 8 and 9. Explain your choices as to how they relate to the chapters / story.
Possible links:
https://teachingenglishwithoxford.oup.com/2014/06/16/all-at-sea-nautical-metaphors-in-the-english-language/
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/maritime-history/nautical-origins-everyday-phrases
https://www.urbandictionary.com/
https://owlcation.com/humanities/nautical-terms-sailing-phrases-glossary
Steve names a fish he sees, Charlie. He speaks to and about Charlie like he’s a person and companion. In the film ‘Castaway’, the protagonist develops a relationship with a volley ball he calls ‘Wilson’. Why do people who find themselves alone, speak to animals or objects as if they are people? Look online for how people cope when they are very alone — for example, lost at sea — and what they do to stay mentally strong. Write a simple survival handguide for people who became isolated for long periods of time.
Possible links:
https://online.sbu.edu/blog/coping-with-isolation
https://www.neuroscienceof.com/branding-blog/loneliness-psychology-personify-anthroporphism-social-cognition#:~:text=which%20it%20operates.-,The%20Psychology%20of%20Anthropomorphism,human%20than%20a%20cartoon%20triangle.
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20140514-how-extreme-isolation-warps-minds
https://psychcentral.com/health/why-do-we-anthropomorphize
At the end of Chapter 9, Steve has to improvise a fix for the leak in his life raft using only the objects he has. He succeeds by using a fork that he finds in his emergency bag. Look at the things Steve had available to him and think how you might be able to use them if you were in Steve’s predicament. Pick three objects. Explain how you would use each one in a new, different way than it was made for.
Possible links:
https://cognitiontoday.com/creativity-and-improvisation-in-problem-solving/
https://buymeacoffee.com/yousufrafi/the-macgyver-effect-how-solve-any-problem-paperclip-pure-genius
https://techcrunch.com/2015/03/29/reimagining-everyday-objects/
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Chapters 10-12
In Chapter 11, Steve suddenly comes across some floating rubbish and believes this is a sign that he is close to land. Are there any other reasons why you would encounter piles of floating rubbish in the ocean? Research the subject online and write an article explaining the problem and how people are trying to fix it.
Possible links:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Pacific_Garbage_Patch
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
https://theoceancleanup.com/great-pacific-garbage-patch/
https://populationeducation.org/8-facts-about-the-garbage-gyres-in-our-oceans/
Steve’s time adrift inspired him to design and create a new type of life raft, a stabiliser for boats at sea and other nautical devices. What did he invent that you think would be the most helpful to future boatsmen who find themselves in a similar situation? Search online for information about these inventions. Choose one and write a paragraph describing its use and how it would have specifically impacted Steve’s journey.
Possible links:
https://patents.google.com/patent/US6684808B2/en
https://patents.google.com/patent/US6739278B2/en
https://patents.justia.com/inventor/steven-p-callahan
Brett Archibald and Jose Alvarenga are also people who have survived being lost at sea. Search for information about both of their experiences and write an essay comparing and contrasting their journeys with Steve’s. Include one thing they each learnt from their experiences and that you think you could find useful and apply to your life.
Possible links:
https://brettarchibald.com/
https://leadyoufirst.com/jose-alvarenga-an-incredible-trial-of-sheltering-in-place/
https://brettarchibald.com/lost-at-sea-2/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-39783347
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